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How Effective and Essential is Prayer, Praise, 

Thanksgiving, and Singing unto the Lord? 
 

First. Let us look at Paul and Silas after they did the works of Jesus in Acts 16:18. 

 

(Here is a synopsis) Paul and Silas were, seized, dragged, attacked, the magistrates tore the 

garments off them, they had inflicted many blows upon them, the jailer put them into the inner 

prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. 

 

Here is the account:  

 

Acts 16:16-26 (ESV)  

16 As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of 

divination and brought her owners much gain by fortune-telling.  

17 She followed Paul and us, crying out, “These men are servants of the Most High God, who 

proclaim to you the way of salvation.”  

18 And this she kept doing for many days. Paul, having become greatly annoyed, turned and 

said to the spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it 

came out that very hour.  

19 But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and 

dragged them into the marketplace before the rulers.  

20 And when they had brought them to the magistrates, they said, “These men are Jews, and they 

are disturbing our city.  

21 They advocate customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to accept or practice.”  

22 The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates tore the garments off them and 

gave orders to beat them with rods.  

23 And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, 

ordering the jailer to keep them safely.  

24 Having received this order, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the 

stocks.  

 

25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners 

were listening to them,  

26 and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken. 

And immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone’s bonds were unfastened. 

 

Acts 16:25 (AMP) 

The Amplified Bible says, “But about midnight, as Paul and Silas were praying and singing 

hymns of praise to God, and the [other] prisoners were listening to them,” 

 

Acts 16:25 (KJV)  

25 And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises (G5214 from G5215 to celebrate) 

unto God: and the prisoners heard them.  
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Insight: Paul and Silas were headed toward the place of prayer, (Acts 16:16), but their plans 

changed, and their new place of prayer was in prison (Acts 16:23). (Flexibility needed) 

 

Character quality to consider. 

 

Flexibility vs. Resistance 

“Not setting my affections on ideas or plans which could be changed by God, others, or 

circumstances.” (IBLP)  

 

Insight: “the prisoners were listening to them” Realize that we never know who is listening to 

those in Christ. It should be something uplifting. 

 

Insight: Notice there was no complaining. Their focus was on God. (Colossians 3:2) 

 

Insight: They had something to sing about and celebrate. 

 

In Paul and Silas situation, we know why it happened, (Did the works of Jesus) what they did, 

(prayed, and sang praises) and we see the results, “a great earthquake, so that the foundations 

of the prison were shaken. And immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone’s bonds 

were unfastened.” Acts 16:26 (ESV) 
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Now let us shift to another account of the Bible. 

 

2 Chronicles 20:22 (TEV)  

When they began to sing, the LORD threw the invading armies into a panic. 

 

Full account: 

 

2 Chronicles 20:1-25 (ESV)  

1 After this the Moabites and Ammonites, and with them some of the Meunites, came against 

Jehoshaphat for battle.  

 

2 Some men came and told Jehoshaphat, “A great multitude is coming against you from Edom, 

from beyond the sea; and, behold, they are in Hazazon-tamar” (that is, Engedi).  

 

3 Then Jehoshaphat was afraid and set his face to seek the LORD, and proclaimed a fast 

throughout all Judah.  

 

4 And Judah (H3034 praise) assembled to seek help from the LORD; from all the cities of 

Judah they came to seek the LORD.  

 

5 And Jehoshaphat stood in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of the LORD, 

before the new court,  

 

6 and said, “O LORD, God of our fathers, are you not God in heaven? You rule over all the 

kingdoms of the nations. In your hand are power and might, so that none is able to withstand 

you.  

 

7 Did you not, our God, drive out the inhabitants of this land before your people Israel, and give 

it forever to the descendants of Abraham your friend?  

 

8 And they have lived in it and have built for you in it a sanctuary for your name, saying,  

 

9 ‘If disaster comes upon us, the sword, judgment, or pestilence, or famine, we will stand before 

this house and before you—for your name is in this house—and cry out to you in our affliction, 

and you will hear and save.’  

 

10 And now behold, the men of Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir, whom you would not let 

Israel invade when they came from the land of Egypt, and whom they avoided and did not 

destroy—  

 

11 behold, they reward us by coming to drive us out of your possession, which you have given us 

to inherit.  

 

12 O our God, will you not execute judgment on them? For we are powerless against this great 

horde that is coming against us. We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you.”  
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13 Meanwhile all Judah stood before the LORD, with their little ones, their wives, and their 

children.  

 

14 And the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, son of Benaiah, son of 

Jeiel, son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, in the midst of the assembly.  

 

15 And he said, “Listen, all Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem and King Jehoshaphat: Thus 

says the LORD to you, ‘Do not be afraid and do not be dismayed at this great horde, for 

the battle is not yours but God’s.  

 

16 Tomorrow go down against them. Behold, they will come up by the ascent of Ziz. You will 

find them at the end of the valley, east of the wilderness of Jeruel.  

 

17 You will not need to fight in this battle. Stand firm, hold your position, and see the salvation 

of the LORD on your behalf, O Judah and Jerusalem.’ Do not be afraid and do not be dismayed. 

Tomorrow go out against them, and the LORD will be with you.”  

 

18 Then Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the ground, and all Judah and the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem fell down before the LORD, worshiping the LORD.  

 

19 And the Levites, of the Kohathites and the Korahites, stood up to praise the LORD, the God 

of Israel, with a very loud voice.  

 

20 And they rose early in the morning and went out into the wilderness of Tekoa. And when they 

went out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Hear me, Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem! Believe in 

the LORD your God, and you will be established; believe his prophets, and you will 

succeed.”  

 

21 And when he had taken counsel with the people, he appointed those who were to sing to the 

LORD and praise him in holy attire, as they went before the army, and say, “Give thanks 

to the LORD, for his steadfast love endures forever.”  

 

22 And when they began to sing and praise, the LORD set an ambush against the men of 

Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah, so that they were routed.  

 

23 For the men of Ammon and Moab rose against the inhabitants of Mount Seir, devoting them 

to destruction, and when they had made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, they all helped to 

destroy one another. 

 

24 When Judah came to the watchtower of the wilderness, they looked toward the horde, and 

behold, there were dead bodies lying on the ground; none had escaped.  

 

25 When Jehoshaphat and his people came to take their spoil, they found among them, in great 

numbers, goods, clothing, and precious things, which they took for themselves until they could 

carry no more. They were three days in taking the spoil, it was so much. 
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Insights: 2 Chronicles 20:1-25 

1. All believers have battles. V1 

 

2. The kingdom or the dominion of darkness will attempt to come against all those in Christ 

for battle. V1 

 

3. The Lord and people can give us warnings of things to come. V2 

 

4. Many times, battles can cause believers to be afraid. V3 

 

5. When believers are afraid, they need to set their face to seek the Lord. V3 

 

6. Sometimes it would be wise to fast and while fasting feed on God’s word with the 

application. V3  

 

7. Those in Christ should always seek help from the Lord.V4 

 

8. Jehoshaphat stood in the congregation. Right place to be. V5 

 

2 Chronicles 20:5 (KJV)  

5 And Jehoshaphat stood in the congregation of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of the LORD, 

before the new court, 

 

9. It is wise to remind ourselves about who God is for our sake, remembering what He has 

done. V6 

 

10. Present our case to God and remembering past victories. V7-11 

 

11. We as believers are powerless against our enemies. Through Christ we can overcome, 

and He who is in us is greater than he who is in the world. V12 

 

12. Sometimes those in Christ do not know what to do. However, we can do at least one 

thing, and that is, set our eyes on Jesus. V12 

 

13. Our personal families and we as a family of believers need to stand before the Lord. V13 

 

14. Believe that the Spirit of the Lord will move through a particular person with boldness, 

wisdom, and stand in a congregation ready to say what God would have them say in an 

orderly fashion. V14 

 

15. We should be alert to the Lord’s voice like Jahaziel. “And he said, “Listen, all Judah and 

inhabitants of Jerusalem and King Jehoshaphat: Thus says the LORD to you, ‘Do not be 

afraid and do not be dismayed at this great horde, for the battle is not yours but God’s.”  

2 Chronicles 20:15 
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16. Those in Christ Jesus need to listen to the Lord’s battle plans He gives us. Plus, insights 
of the enemy’s plan. V16 

 

17. There can be times when we need not fight in a particular battle and just let the Lord do 

it! However, at the same time stand firm, hold our position, and see the salvation of the 

Lord on our behalf. V17 

 

18. Furthermore, let us not forget these precious words as seen in 2 Chronicles 20:17, “Do 

not be afraid and do not be dismayed. Tomorrow go out against them, and the LORD will 

be with you.” 

 

19. There are many times we ought to bow our head with our face to the ground, humble, fall 

before the Lord and worship Him. V18 

 

20. Here is a demonstration of obedience. “The Levites (both Kohathites and Korahites) 

stood to their feet to praise GOD, the God of Israel; they praised at the top of their 

lungs!” 2 Chronicles 20:19 (MSG)  

 

21. Those in Christ should heed the words of Jehoshaphat. “They were up early in the 

morning, ready to march into the wilderness of Tekoa. As they were leaving, 

Jehoshaphat stood up and said, "Listen Judah and Jerusalem! Listen to what I have to 

say! Believe firmly in GOD, your God, and your lives will be firm! Believe in your 

prophets and you'll come out on top!" 2 Chronicles 20:20 (MSG)  

 

2 Chronicles 20:20 (ESV)  

20 And they rose early in the morning and went out into the wilderness of Tekoa. And when they 

went out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Hear me, Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem! Believe in 

the LORD your God, and you will be established; believe his prophets, and you will 

succeed.” 

 

22. When difficult situations rise wise counsel, decisiveness, (V21) and obedience (V22) 

will be needed for results. V22 

 

2 Chronicles 20:21-22 

21 And when he had taken counsel with the people, he appointed those who were to sing to the 

LORD and praise him in holy attire, as they went before the army, and say, “Give thanks to the 

LORD, for his steadfast love endures forever.”  

 

22 And when they began to sing and praise, the LORD set an ambush against the men of 

Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah, so that they were routed. 

 

23. Dictionary definition for the word “rout”: to disorganize or confuse completely: 

demoralize, to put to precipitate flight: to defeat decisively or disastrously: to drive out: 

Dispel 
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24. More results! 

 

2 Chronicles 20:23-25 (TEV)  

23 The Ammonites and the Moabites attacked the Edomite army and completely destroyed it, 

and then they turned on each other in savage fighting.  

24 When the Judean army reached a tower that was in the desert, they looked toward the enemy 

and saw that they were all lying on the ground dead. Not one had escaped.  

25 Jehoshaphat and his troops moved in to take the loot, and they found many cattle, supplies, 

clothing, and other valuable objects. They spent three days gathering the loot, but there was so 

much that they could not take everything. 
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For those who desire to go deeper.  

 

Consider the following portion of God’s word.  

 

Keep in mind we are talking about, how effective and essential is prayer, praise, thanksgiving, 

and singing unto the Lord. 

 

We will observe three translations. The KJV will have important Greek meaning of words. 

 

1 Corinthians 14:13-19 (KJV)  

13 Wherefore let him that speaketh in an unknown tongue pray G4336 that he may interpret.  

14 For if I pray G4336 in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, G4336 but my understanding 

is unfruitful.  

15 What is it then? I will pray G4336 with the spirit, and I will pray G4336 with the 

understanding also: I will sing G5567 with the spirit, and I will sing G5567 with the 

understanding also.  

16 Else when thou shalt bless with the spirit, how shall he that occupieth the room of the 

unlearned say Amen at thy giving of thanks, G2169 seeing he understandeth not what thou 

sayest?  

17 For thou verily givest thanks G2168 well, but the other is not edified.  

18 I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all:  

19 Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that by my voice I 

might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue. 

 

pray G4336 (1 Corinthians 14:13,14, 15)  

Usage Notes: 

English Words used in KJV: 

pray 83  

make prayer 3  

pray for 1  

[Total Count: 87]  

from <G4314> (pros) and <G2172> (euchomai); to pray to God, i.e. supplicate, worship: - pray 

(× earnestly, for), make prayer. 

Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary. 
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I will sing G5567 (1 Corinthians 14:15) 

Usage Notes: 

English Words used in KJV: 

sing 3  

sing psalms 1  

make melody 1  

[Total Count: 5]  

probably strengthened from psao (to rub or touch the surface; compare <G5597> (psocho)); to 

twitch or twang, i.e. to play on a stringed instrument (celebrate the divine worship with music 

and accompanying odes) :- make melody, sing (psalms). 

Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary. 

 

b. “ to cause to vibrate by touching, to twang” : τοξων νευρας χειρι, Euripides, Bacch. 784; 

specifically, χορδην, “ to touch or strike the chord, to twang the strings”  of a musical instrument 

so that they gently vibrate (Aristotle, probl. 19, 23 (p. 919b, 2)); and absolutely, “ to play on a 

stringed instrument, to play the harp,”  etc.: Aristotle, Plutarch, Aratus (in Plato, Lysias, p. 209 b. 

with και κρουειν τω πληκτρω added (but not as explanatory of it; the Schol. at the passage says 

ψηλαι, το ανευ πληκτρου τω δακτυλω τας χορδας επαφασθαι); it is distinguished from κιθαριζειν 

in Herodotus 1, 155); the Septuagint for ִנֵגן and much more often for ִזֵמר; “ to sing to the music 

of the harp” ; in the N.T. “ to sing a hymn, to celebrate the praises of God in song,”  James 

5:13 (R.V. “ sing praise” ); τω κυριω, τω ονοματι αυτου (often so in the Septuagint), in honor of 

God, Ephesians 5:19 (here A.V. “ making melody” ); Romans 15:9; ψαλω τω πνευματι, ψαλω δε 

και τω νοι, ‘ I will sing Gods praises indeed with my whole soul stirred and borne away by 

the Holy Spirit, but I will also follow reason as my guide, so that what I sing may be 

understood alike by myself and by the listeners, 1 Corinthians 14:15.* 

Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament. 

 

giving of thanks, G2169 (1 Corinthians 14:16) 

Usage Notes: 

English Words used in KJV: 

thanksgiving 9  

giving of thanks 3  

thanks 2  

thankfulness 1  

[Total Count: 15]  

from <G2170> (eucharistos); gratitude; active grateful language (to God, as an act of worship) :- 

thankfulness, (giving of) thanks (-giving). 

Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary. 
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givest thanks G2168 (1 Corinthians 14:17) 

Usage Notes: 

English Words used in KJV: 

give thanks 26  

thank 12  

be thankful 1  

[Total Count: 39]  

from <G2170> (eucharistos); to be grateful, i.e. (active) to express gratitude (towards); specially 

to say grace at a meal:- (give) thank (-ful, -s). 

Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary. 

 

1 Corinthians 14:13-19 (AMP)  

13 Therefore, the person who speaks in an [unknown] tongue should pray [for the power] to 

interpret and explain what he says.  

14 For if I pray in an [unknown] tongue, my spirit [by the Holy Spirit within me] prays, but 

my mind is unproductive [it bears no fruit and helps nobody].  

15 Then what am I to do? I will pray with my spirit [by the Holy Spirit that is within me], but 

I will also pray [intelligently] with my mind and understanding; I will sing G5567 with my 

spirit [by the Holy Spirit that is within me], but I will sing [intelligently] with my mind and 

understanding also.  

16 Otherwise, if you bless and render thanks with [your] spirit [thoroughly aroused by the Holy 

Spirit], how can anyone in the position of an outsider or he who is not gifted with [interpreting of 

unknown] tongues, say the Amen to your thanksgiving, since he does not know what you are 

saying?  

17 To be sure, you may give thanks well (nobly), but the bystander is not edified [it does him 

no good].  

18 I thank God that I speak in [strange] tongues (languages) more than any of you or all of you 

put together;  

19 Nevertheless, in public worship, I would rather say five words with my understanding and 

intelligently in order to instruct others, than ten thousand words in a [strange] tongue (language). 

 

Insight: 

The Holy Spirit is praying and singing through the believer with a heavenly language. 

Since the Holy Spirit is perfect so is our praying and singing in tongues. Continue reading. 

 

1 Corinthians 14:13-19 (NKJV)  

13 Therefore let him who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret.  

14 For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my understanding is unfruitful.  

15 What is the conclusion then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the 

understanding. I will sing with the spirit, and I will also sing with the understanding.  

16 Otherwise, if you bless with the spirit, how will he who occupies the place of the uninformed 

say "Amen" at your giving of thanks, since he does not understand what you say?  

17 For you indeed give thanks well, but the other is not edified.  

18 I thank my God I speak with tongues more than you all;  

19 yet in the church I would rather speak five words with my understanding, that I may teach 

others also, than ten thousand words in a tongue. 
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Let us go back to 2 Chronicles 20:21-22.  

 

For fun! See if we can identify a connection between the Old Testament and the New Testament 

involving prayer, praise, thanksgiving, and singing unto the Lord.  

 

We will also note how speaking in tongues relate to prayer, praise, thanksgiving, and singing 

unto the Lord in the New Testament. 

 

2 Chronicles 20:21-22 (KJV)  

21 And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed singers H7891 unto the LORD, 

and that should praise H1984 the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army, and to 

say, Praise H3034 the LORD; for his mercy endureth for ever.  

22 And when they began to sing H7440 and to praise, H8416 the LORD set ambushments 

against the children of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, which were come against Judah; and 

they were smitten. 

 

singers H7891 (2 Chronicles 20:21) 

In the Qal stem (plural) participial, "singers," and imperative forms of the verb predominate 

"sing unto the Lord." shîr also appears in the Polel stem and again as a participle designating the 

Levitical singers. This is found in numerous references in Ezra and Nehemiah. 

shîr. Song. It is to the Psalter that one turns for insight into the prevalence of singing in the 

Israelite cult. Phrases such as "sing praises unto the Lord" or "I will sing unto the Lord" occur 

over thirty-five times in the body of individual Psalms (Psalm 13:6, "I will sing unto the Lord"; 

Psalm 27:6, "I will sing praises unto the Lord"; Psalm 33:3, "Sing unto him a new song"). 

Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament. 
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and that should praise H1984 (2 Chronicles 20:21) 

a primitive root; to be clear (origin of sound, but usually of color); to shine; hence to make a 

show, to boast; and thus to be (clamorously) foolish; to rave; causative to celebrate; also to 

stultify :- (make) boast (self), celebrate, commend, (deal, make), fool (-ish, -ly), glory, give 

[light], be (make, feign self) mad (against), give in marriage, [sing, be worthy of] praise, rage, 

renowned, shine. 

Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary. 

 

<H1984>, <H3050> 

 Pi. p.238 הלל see ַהֲללּוָיֿה ,ַהֲללּוָיּה

<H3094> 

ְלֵאל†  .1. a man of Judah 1Ch 4:16; 2—;(below ַמֲהַלְלֵאל he shall praise God, compare) n.pr.[m.] ְיַהלֶּ

a Levite 2Ch 29:12. 

<H4110> 

ַמֲהָללּו   ְלִפי ְוִאיׂש n.[m.] praise;—only in [ַמֲהָלל]†  Pr 27:21 the refining pot silver, and the furnace for 

gold, and a man according to his praise, i.e. probably according to the praise of him by others, 

which tests him; so De Str al.; perhaps however so let a man be to the mouth of his praise, i.e. 

that praise him,—testing the praise to determine its worth, Thes RobGes; other views are: 

according to the measure of his boasting Ew, i.e. is judged according to his success or failure in 

that of which he boasts; Hi according to the thing of which he boasts. 

The Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon. 

 

Praise H3034 (2 Chronicles 20:21) 

a primitive root; used only as denominative from <H3027> (yad); literal to use (i.e. hold out) the 

hand; physically to throw (a stone, an arrow) at or away; especially to revere or worship (with 

extended hands); intensive to bemoan (by wringing the hands): - cast (out), (make) confess (-

ion), praise, shoot, (give) thank (-ful, -s, -sgiving). 

Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary. 

 

to sing H7440 (2 Chronicles 20:22) 

English Words used in KJV: 

cry 12  

singing 9  

rejoicing 3  

joy 3  

gladness 1  

proclamation 1  

shouting 1  

sing 1  

songs 1  

triumph 1  

[Total Count: 33]  

from <H7442> (ranan); properly a creaking (or shrill sound), i.e. shout (of joy or grief) :- cry, 

gladness, joy, proclamation, rejoicing, shouting, sing (-ing), triumph. 

Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary. 
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and to praise, H8416 (2 Chronicles 20:22) 

Usage Notes: 

English Words used in KJV: 

praise 57  

[Total Count: 57]  

from <H1984> (halal); laudation; specifically (concrete) a hymn :- praise. 

Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary. 

 

500a †ִהלּול (hillûl) <H1974> rejoicing, praise. 

500b †ַמֲהָללאת (mahălāl) <H4110> praise. 

500c †ְתִהָלה (tehillâ) <H8416> praise. 

This root connotes being sincerely and deeply thankful for and/or satisfied in lauding a superior 

quality(ies) or great, great act(s) of the object. Synonyms are: yādâ (Hiphil) "to praise," give 

thanks"; rānan "to sing or shout joyfully"; shîr "to sing (praises)"; bārak (Piel) "to praise," 

"bless"; gādal (Piel), "to magnify"; rûm (Polel), "to exalt"; zāmar (Piel), "to sing, play, praise"—

all of which see. For cognates see Akkadian alālu. 1. atlalu "to shout, brag, boast; 2. šululu "to 

hail, acclaim, utter a cry, to generally express joy" (CAD A.I., pp. 331ff.); and Ugaritic hll (UT 

19: no. 769). Our root occurs 206 times. 

Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament. 

 

Therefore, we can see how the Old and New Testament connect involving prayer, praise, 

thanksgiving, and singing unto the Lord. (2 Chronicles 20:1-25, Acts 16:16-26,  

1 Corinthians 14:13-19) 

 

It is amazing how all these portions of God’s word connect to each other. 
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Now let us go deeper and shift our attention to the New Testament believer speaking in 

tongues. (A unique, supernatural way of communication) 

 

(In short) First, let us establish that speaking in tongues is not gibberish but rather a divine 

communication with our heavenly Father. Please allow the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart, 

and not from a denominational view. 

 

Consider the following portions of God’s word. 

 

Acts 2:4 (NKJV)  

4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the 

Spirit gave them utterance.  

 

Acts 2:4 (KJV)  

4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues G1100, as 

the Spirit gave them utterance G669.  

 

utterance G669 (Acts 2:4) 

Usage Notes: 

English Words used in KJV: 

utterance 1  

speak forth 1  

say 1  

[Total Count: 3]  

from <G575> (apo) and <G5350> (phtheggomai); to enunciate plainly, i.e. declare:- say, speak 

forth, utterance. 

Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary. 
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utterance G669 (Acts 2:4) 

"To speak out loudly and clearly," "to speak with emphasis,"  

Theological Dictionary of the New Testament - Theological Dictionary of the New 

Testament – Volume I. 

 

αποφθεγγομαι <G669>; 1 aorist απεφθεγξαμην; “ to speak out, speak forth, pronounce,”  not a 

word of everyday speech, but one “ belonging to dignified and elevated discourse, like the Latin 

profari, pronuntiare; properly it has the force of “ to utter or declare oneself, give one's opinion”  

(einen Ausspruch thun), and is used not only of prophets (see Kypke on Acts 2:4 — adding from 

the Septuagint Ezekiel 13:9; Micah 5:12; 1 Chronicles 25:1), but also of wise men and 

philosophers (Diag. Laërtius 1, 63; 73; 79; whose pointed sayings the Greeks call αποφθεγματα, 

Cicero, off. 1, 29)” ; (see φθεγγομαι). Accordingly, “ it is used of the utterances of the 

Christians, and especially Peter, on that illustrious day of Pentecost after they had been fired by 

the Holy Spirit, Acts 2:4,14; and also of the disclosures made by Paul to (before) king Agrippa 

concerning the αποκαλυψις κυριου that had been given him, Acts 26:25.”  Winer's Deuteronomy 

verb. comp. etc. Part iv., p. 16.* 

Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament. 

 

1 Corinthians 14:2 (NKJV)  

2 For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one understands him; 

however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries. 

 

1 Corinthians 14:2 (KJV)  

2 For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue G1100 speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for 

no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries G3466. 

 

mysteries G3466 (1 Corinthians 14:2) 

Usage Notes: 

English Words used in KJV: 

mystery 27  

[Total Count: 27]  

from a derivative of muo (to shut the mouth); a secret or “mystery” (through the idea of silence 

imposed by initiation into religious rites) :- mystery. 

Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary. 

 

μυστηριον <G3466>, μυστηριου, το (μυστης (one initiated; from μυεω, which see)), in classical 

Greek “ a hidden thing, secret, mystery” : μυστηριον σου μη κατειπης τω φιλω, Menander; 

plural generally “ mysteries, religious secrets,”  confided only to the initiated and not to be 

communicated by them to ordinary mortals; 

Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament. 
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Acts 10:44-47 (NKJV)  

44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the 

word.  

45 And those of the circumcision who believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, 

because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also.  

46 For they heard them speak with tongues G1100 and magnify G3170 God. Then Peter 

answered,  

47 "Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy 

Spirit just as we have?" 

 

tongues G1100 (Acts 10:46) 

Usage Notes: 

English Words used in KJV: 

tongue 50  

[Total Count: 50]  

of uncertain affinity; the tongue; by implication a language (specially one naturally 

unacquired):- tongue. 

Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary. 

 

magnify G3170 (Acts 10:46) 

In the NT Mt. 23:5 ("to make great," "to enlarge"); Lk. 1:58 (ἐμεγάλυνεν κύριος τὸ ἔλεος αὐτοῦ 

μετ᾿ αὐτῆς); Ac. 5:13 ("to extol," namely, the apostles). It can also mean "to extol," "to 

praise" in Lk. 1:46: μεγαλύνει ἡ ψυχή μου τὸν κύριον (in the Magnificat); … μεγαλυνόντων τὸν 

θεόν, Ac. 10:46;ἐμεγαλύνετο τὸ ὄνομα τοῦ κυρίου Ἰησοῦ, Ac. 19:17. In the last two cases the 

context suggests μέγας acclamations on the proclamation or experience of mighty divine acts. 

Phil. 1:20: ὡς πάντοτε καὶ νῦν μεγαλυνθήσεται Χριστὸς ἐν τῷ σώματί μου, εἴτε διὰ ζωῆς εἴτε διὰ 

θανάτου. The whole life of Paul is a magnifying of Christ, and his death as well. Herein he sees 

the meaning of life. This praise is accomplished through his life—the ἐν is instrumental—which 

he has placed in the service of Christ and which he can also sacrifice for Him. In such a life the 

κύριος Ἰησοῦς is efficacious action. 

Theological Dictionary of the New Testament - Theological Dictionary of the New Testament – 

Volume IV. 

 

We can clearly see that speaking in tongues is a divine communication with our heavenly 

Father by or through the Holy Spirit. 
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What happens to the enemy when God’s children pray, praise, give thanks, and sing unto 

the Lord?   

 

Here is what happens! 

 

Acts 16:26 (ESV) 

In Paul and Silas situation, we know why it happened, (Did the works of Jesus) what they did, 

(prayed, and sang praises) and we see the results, “a great earthquake, so that the foundations 

of the prison were shaken. And immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone’s bonds 

were unfastened.”  

 

2 Chronicles 20:22 (ESV) 

22 And when they began to sing and praise, the LORD set an ambush against the men of 

Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah, so that they were routed.  

 

2 Chronicles 20:22 (TEV)  

When they began to sing, the LORD threw the invading armies into a panic. 

 

Remember, speaking in tongues relate to prayer, praise, thanksgiving, and singing unto the Lord 

in the New Testament. (1 Corinthians 14:13-19) 

 

One benefit of speaking in tongues is edification. 

 

1 Corinthians 14:4 (NKJV)  

4 He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church. 

 

1 Corinthians 14:4 (KJV)  

4 He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth G3618 himself; but he that prophesieth 

edifieth the church. 

 

edifieth G3618 (1 Corinthians 14:4) 

Usage Notes: 

English Words used in KJV: 

build 24  

edify 7  

builder 5  

build up 1  

be in building 1  

embolden 1  

[Total Count: 39]  

from the same as <G3619> (oikodome); to be a house-builder, i.e. construct or (figurative) 

confirm: - (be in) build (-er, -ing, up), edify, embolden. 

Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary. 
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Dictionary definition for the word, “edify”: build, establish, to instruct and improve especially 

in moral and religious knowledge, also, enlighten, inform 

 

Dictionary definition for the word, “embolden”: to instill with boldness or courage 

 

Insights: 

When believers speak in tongues they are edified. Therefore, they will be established, built up 

and bold, to continue to pray, praise, give thanks, and sing unto the Lord.  

 

Plus, overcome trials and difficult situations. We have already seen the result in Acts 16:26, and 

2 Chronicles 20:22. 

 

Consider this portion of God’s word. 

 

Jude 1:20 (AMP)  

20 But you, beloved, build yourselves up [founded] on your most holy faith [make progress, 

rise like an edifice higher and higher], praying in the Holy Spirit; 

 

Things to seriously think about: 

1. Since speaking in tongues comes by the Holy Spirit and since the Holy Spirit is perfect, 

we can conclude that when a believer prays in tongues their prayers are perfect. 

 

2. Therefore, it would be wise to seek the Holy Spirit who is perfect to help us work with 

the imperfect. 

 

3. Many times, those in Christ seek the imperfect and neglect the perfect. 

 

4. For me personally, I will spend much time with the perfect to assist me when I work with 

the imperfect. The Perfect is God and speaking in tongues. The perfect will help us 

overcome the imperfect. 

 

5. Keep in mind that we can only do so much in the physical.  

 

6. God can do in seconds which can take us hours, days and even years to do. Therefore, 

spend time in God’s “velocity” (Quickness of motion, speed) and effectiveness. 

 

7. Remember the result of prayer, praise, thanksgiving, and singing unto the Lord!  

(Acts 16:26, and 2 Chronicles 20:22) 

 

8. All these take place as believers in Christ speak in tongues! A unique, supernatural way 

of communication with the heavenly Father by or through the Holy Spirit. 

 

9. One more result of prayer, praise, thanksgiving, and singing unto the Lord, and that is, 

freedom and the inheritance manifested. 

Click here. Speaking in tongues. (Useful links from this website) 

https://www.surefootedmin.org/WhySFM/EverFullofSapPart8
https://www.surefootedmin.org/Resources/SpeakingintonguesLinksfromthiswebsite

